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CHRISTIAN READER, 


Here was never anic intent this 
Difputation following fhould 
pany) haveappeard in publick , but 
thatlike fonas's Gourd it fhould 
have died as fuddenly:., as. ic 


rak'c it out afbes swhich it was de- 
fign'd to bee fmothered,and given life one: 
vindicate..1t’s innocencie trom their 
ries befidesthe importunities of manie friends 
defiring Copies-of it, not yithout much 
Gtancie for while, proved the Midvvives: 
tothis haftie bisth. Ichad-nocthingto boaft of 
oregation while itlalted, it beeing athing fcarce 
credible, thar fo manic (fom haye guefledthemt 
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grew, Thetruth is, thedilgraces the. Ad. 


attend with fo much’ devotion without. anic 
ion for the fpacesF fix hours, The- 


{candals that have fince been caft upon ir, were | | 


ex{peéted : Themen which wereour Adyer{a- 
was known before. It is 


with them to befpaner thofe-Ar- 


their tongue which they could 
though fort, Relation of the moft material | 
that: pafied Anfwvers 


ofthens, de 
through che defects vof 
litiesywho would nor have prefiumed:to have 
thc Lifts vas foigreat tx. 
without bemer preparation, but chat 
ofcheadveriaric,and 
the Trach 


| 
» 
gh 
{ 
ly 
. 
~~ 
Se 
a 
*) 
7 
4 
a 
. 


> 


‘tween and the Minifters atthe 


yeritie, not victorte. 
icftion toibee P Palo beptif, 
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The Difputasion at Afhford. 


down both of che Arguments and Anfwers, the origi- 
tg to bee left in the handsof the Moderators , that fo no 
mifreports might bee raifed concerning them, of, if anie 
were, the eruth might bee made r to anie that {hould 
defire fatisfa&tion by repairing to them, which M. F:fber ute 
ee the Minifters fuperfeded. from further urging 
of it. a | 

After thefe,Propofitions were agreed upon M.Fifber moved 
to have libertie to make his Pofition; whichafter debate ot 
the unneceffarinefs of it, the Queftion beeing alrcadie ttated, 
and the terms known and underitood by everie one, was viel- 
dedto, fo hee excecded not a _ ofan hour, which was 
accepted him. 

The Sum.of M.Fifber'sPofition “ 

) Beeing cont intothe bodie of the Church, the Minifters 
entered into the desk, M. Fifber ftanding a little diftance otf 
upon one of the feats, leaning coa Pillar, and the multitude 
Poution; the heads whereof are: 
thefe, 

1. That beeneed nor abo faving the Quefion, it been. 
ing don before at the sf ae 
That-hee came tithes 10. defend the fs. of Children’s 

{m, which anevil and adulterous generative did maintein againft 


Thar sbough bee tad ance been of char opinion and a Minifter 

the Church, and receiwed-Orders from it, yet mombee was of ano~ 

renounce bor the Church and her Orders. 

Thar bee was a fool and an afs,.and the weaheftof manie to - 
feat the dogfrine of efus Chrift,, clear. 

“i nlver was co their, confirmed the Mi- 

nilter’s reafons apaintt his making of @ Polition, and there- 


fore might have {pared-that wafte of.cime. » To the fecond, 


That hee tranfgreffed the n giving reviling and: 
Opprobricne terms, ealti wicked\and adulterous ge- 
Uttation:: To Which hee replied, That his imtent-was not to. 


faften thefe words upon-anie there prefent 5 thathee defired 
t bee fo taken, ‘which was- admitted of; To the. 


it was to ber forfaken the 
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‘The Difputation as Afbford. 3 
God having fuffered im to fall into fo groféan error, as to 
denie and renounce hrs firft Bapcifm, did in his jut 
fuffer him to fal furtttr and furcher:Herefie beeing likea 
cipice, whereafter a man hath begun his run ny cannot aie 
till hee com to the bottom.To the fourth,that which hee (aid 
of himfelf out of a voluntarie humilitie, the Minifters did 
acknowledg out of the fenfof their wants, and praied the 
Congregation, that ( fince they were not the men appoint- 
ed for the Difputation, but onely undertook it that the truth 
might not bee wholly deferted, and the current of {landers 
which was likely co ruth in againtt it might bee fomwhat in- 
terrupted by che feafonable interpofing a themfelvs ) 
would not fuffer anie defects of theirs to prejudice the 
that ic was the eruth oa their fide did ankmate hem to under- 
take ic, which they were readie to evince By the Arguments 
following, leaving the fuccels toGod , to whom onely it be- 
to convince ‘underftanding 


— 


The Sum the Difputation beld at Afford in. 
Kenr the27™ of Julic 1649. 


N? man may forbid to thofe that have received the 
lie Ghoft, A&.10.4 


But little children eee the holie Ghoft. 
The minor beeing defcried, was proved : 4. By their Faith. 
2. Holinefs. 3. Thofe Eul vento them in Scriptures 
By which was proved 
1- By Text of Mat. 18. 6. Whojsever 
foall offend anie of thefe little ones which belsev in mee tya pt 
whence it beeing argued cy were in 
ken of by our Saviour, by g with theteond Vest 
Hee called to bim a litile childe ; which Mit F Fiber conto bee 
one in re(pe& of age ; and by fhewing the derivation of the 
word from waid\sée, which figaifie’s £0 
confeffed chat at threé or four years old manie began to 
inftru&ed even in principles 


Bur afterwards proof 


beeing, 
offer- 


Pd 


4 The Difputation at Afhford.: 
offered.that infants of a daie oldswereas capable of Baptifn; 
hee would have recalled it, whereupon che. Minifers pro- 
ceeded. to prove little children had faich by, 

2. Argements of Confeguence: 

Ghildrenofthe JewshadFaith, - 
Ergo Children of believing parentsnow. 

The Pe re wasproved : Becau! God himfelf did wit- 
nefs it by fetting to his Seal, which was-Circumciiion, cal- 
led by the Apottle The Scal of the righceoutnels of Faich. 

Tothis M'Fijber anfwered, That Circumcifion was a Seal 
of the righteoutnefs of Faith to Abrabam-onely, and not to 
his pofteritie : where becing urged to fhew anie place of Scri- 
pture which did import a -change of the fignification of the 
Seal; and beeing told wichall that fuch achange muft needs 
carrie along with itan intimation of the change of the 
venant, and fo by confequence the fame Covenant was not 
made with Abrabam's feed that was made with himfelf, con- 
tearietothe evidence of manie Scriptures, M' Fifber was ex- 
tremely foundered, and multiplying words about other pe 
of Biccuucilion, was-called back to anfwer puriftual 
hisend , whether x werethe Seal of she righteoufnels of of Faith 
to Abrabam’s pofteritie or not; if not, to fhew how, or where 
it ceafed to bse fo, and make it appear by anic one Scripture, 
the Minifters engageing to becom Anabaptilts it hee did do 
it ; hee anfwered nothing that carried anie fenf or reafon to 
theparpofe, which long tiade the Minifers 
pafs ever to further co 
2. By their holinefs : 
There was no Argament taken Geen hence, Fifber 
if they had Faith, they muft have holine(s. 
3. By thofe Eulog gies Given in Scriptures not in- 
| ferior to thofe of the beft Saints. 
Thofe who are invited te com to Chrift, Mar.1o. Mat, 
19.14, Luk.18.1 6.called Ver.t5 Babes fuch as‘are new 
com fromthe womb, bleffed Chrit, declared-to have right 
to'the Kingdom of Heayen , fet forth for examples of inno- 
ges, have the holie Ghoft: 
are litele children: 
_ Here was-further added that of the Apofle yee nor 
that. 


« 


| The: Difputation at Afbford. 7 
that the fpirit of God is imyou except ‘you bee'reprobates : and th 
dare not faie that little children all on 
, To this M* Fifber anfwered, That hee did not denie but 
lictle children might have the holie Ghoft, and thatthofe 
‘Texts of Scripture didfeem to intimate afmuch; but that it 
could not bee made appear chat they had it to the making of 
them fubje&s of Baptign. 
Ie was replied, 

That the report of the Scripture concerning them, and the 
neceflarie confequences of the former Arguments did make it 
more plainly appear to anie one, that would not denie Scri- 
and Reafon,then the profeffion of anie particular per- 
on whom hee had admitted to Baptifm , who perhaps t 
bee an hypocrite,as Simon Magus could make it appear of him- 
felt, God's teftimonie beeing to bee preferred before man’s. 

Fifber’s anfwer was, That in Scripturechildren were 
indefinitely taken, but concerning chis or that particular 
childe, no proof could bee 

The Minifters demand of M‘ Fifber was, Since the Argu- 
ment'was ttothishead, whether if it could bee made 
appear, that if cwoorthree little children were now prefen- 
ted to bee baptized, they had the holie Ghoft, hee would ac- 
knowledg them the fubjeéts of Baptifm? hee defired to hear 
the Argument,whichwasthis; © | 

Da. That which to doubt of, is Breach of Chriftian charitie, 
did fufficiently ‘ 

ri. But to doubt thefe little children have che holie Ghoft, 
| is a breach of Chriftian Charitie. : | 
Ergo, That thefe little children have the holie Ghoft did 


he minor was proved: 

To doubt that thefe litcle children are fach as the Scri- 
pture in general hath declared them to bee, and that 
they have right to che Kingdom of Heaven, &c. isa 

Ynumauemaque bonun, nifi c malo, the Apofile fay- 

ing it thinketh noevil Chariciebeliev- 

eth all chings, ic hopeth all things , efpecially fince it 

appear that thofe have by anie aétual fin bar'd 
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The Difputation at Afford. 
ral ftate of lirtle children declared.in the 
Ergo, To doubt that they have the Ghoft isa breach 
of Ohriftian Charicie, 
Here Fiber was, forthe fatisfabtion of che Audicorie, de- 
fired co an{wer plainly to theft queftions following 
1. How thofe men or women whom hee had heetinall did 
make it a to himthat they had Faith,& the holieGholi 
Ref Hee anfwered, By their profefion. | 
hether their profeffion, finceitis pofible they might lie, 
make it appearinfallibly? 
Rep. Hee anfwered, No. 

then hee could pafs upon them to. bee the 
> abies of Baptifm, as hee called them, whether anie other 
then chat of C haritie? | 

Kefp. Hee anfwered, Thetof Charitie. 
t was replied, Lethim-pafs the fame judgment upon thefe 
little Infants of whom in the Scripture hath given {fo 
goodareport, and whens whom in particular no exception 
andthe controverfie between us was at an end. 
Which M°F ifber anlwered nothing in'the leat, meafame 
tisfattorie, the thoft judicious Auditors., beeing after en- 
tred of, affirm: So the Minifters proceeded to other 
fguments. 
That opinion which made the Govenant.of the. 
then chat under che Law, oarpeatic to the Apottle 
Heb.8.6. is a wicked and falf opinion. 

But the Opinion of the Atnabaptifip,-which denieth Ba- 
ptilm to little Children, whereby amoi¢tic of the Chriftian 
world iscut off at once'from beeing member's of the Church, 
the Covenant of the that under 
the Law. 
~ that Opiniontea wicked and falf 
| Afinor was chus 
Under'the Law, che feal of the was by 
‘Gods appoinement fer to infants, ‘viz. Circumcilion, 
“which was the fea] of the righteon{mels .of Faith, which is 


the Go ndtherefore is called by Godan ever- 
latting C and’M' Fifber confefled: it to bee the {eal 
‘of the’ Ge and that even Zjmecl,onely, becaul 


Erg, this opinion denying the 
nant, defenders ackoowledg Bapti{in be £0 lictle. 
Jafanta,make che Covenant of the Gefpel worfer to she 
ricual feed of Abrabam, then it was tothe carnal feed under 
the Law. 7 | | 
Aga 

That Opinon which deltreieth the Comforts that she ho. 
lieGhoft adminifireth over the lof of oyr children by. death, 
is a defperase and ungodlie gpinion. 

But is che Opinion the Anabeptil lit 


tle children. 
Ergo, ungodlie. | 
The miner proved. 

Ic deftroie’s the hopeshat the parents can of the 
vation of their children , for it make’s them in no better con- 
dition then Turks and Pagans; fo M‘ Fijber himflf profef- 
fed: and when the A pofile 4. 13, wonld not bave 
you forromias thofe seithout bope : the guieved might 
plie,W hat hope can wee have of ourehilde who isin ne bet- 
ter condition then the children of what comfort can 
wee haye from the Covenant made with, aud che promifesco 
our childsen, reo. aa why thowld wee not forrow as 
thofe without 

‘Me Fafoer replied, Thatfor oughtherknew, che children 
Turksiand Pagans might bee aul And one.replied, 
Perhaps hee thought the Divels migbt.alfo; svbich was. ahe 
of the Argument- There no other antwer given, 


to put 


holie Ghoft, 
mer Arguments Therefore Baprifin was not to bee 


gif | 


Then one of the Minitiers, beeing delwed | 
anendto che Difputatin {pake as follow 
he for- 
ticular mftants, the 
elpecially conlidering soother re ps 
as 


g The Difputation held at Afhfora. 
as good right to the Seal hereof which is Baptifm. It was 
farther added for fatisfaftion to the Auditors, children 
fhould have faich Ic was ‘anfwered in radice, Mmunere, 
babitu, 1°, novin frutia, folio, ufu, acivpe,-thatwas, ina 
word, they had the habie and{eed of it, not "the exertife and 
fruit of ic: and chattheir not declaring of ic chemfelvs could 
no more conclude againft their faith, tharragainit cheir rea- 
fonable foul. That the feed of faith fown! after di(cover’s it 
felf, when che féafon com’s : That the teftimonie of Scripture 
concerning their faith , and the proofs taken’ from thence, 
were equivalent to the beft teftimonie and profeflion of anie 
man concerning his own faith. If it thouldbee further ask- 
ed, How faith fhouldbee bred in them? Theanfwer was, by 
che holie Glioft, whofe waies are in{cratable , who tie’s not 
himfelf to means, ‘work's where hee will, andhow, 
iftro, quod citd difcitur qued docet, faith Cyprian. tf they thould 
reherenquire How faith could bee faid to bee in- them 
without ete confent ? the an{wer was.as.well as original fin, 
te which they ‘never confented , and that Chrift was ‘more 
powerful co alvation then Adam to condemnation. It was 
there was no other waie revealed for the 
falvation of itle Infants , but by Juftification , and that by 
faith : That waie of the prefentment of the righteoufnels of 
Chrift without faith, isa figment’ of the Anabaptifts with- 
nd and reafon from Scripture, the Covenant = the © 


ab 
Afcran to Humilitte, Shbrietie Charitie, 
- 3 theend of theLaw, totake vo keep 
_ their firft faith, confider diligeritlyin: their con{ti- 
encts what had been {poken, they were -commended to. 
of God and depart. 
Then one of M: F ifber’s fide, having scedhim(elfon 
to ask Queftions; and receiv 


itranger; and cont thither 


Having obteined leav, hee asked one of the M 
proved litle cbildven w bate faith 


The. 


The Difpuratiomheld a Afhford. 

The Minifters replie was that that were tobegin dif. 
putation again; hee had heard the Arguments, yet to give him 
fatistaction, hee faid, Becauf ‘they are ere which | 

Is there no juttification bat by faith » 

RK. No, and faith onely. 
What faie you Apofil, julie free- 
ly by his g race?) nO 
ORS ‘Read on, you fhall findeverf2¢. swbom Gad bath fs forth 
to bee a Propitiation, through faith in bis The righteou{nels 
of Chrift freely given us isthe material canfof our. juttifira- 
tion, faith the inftrumental. 
There maie bee juftification which is not by faith. 
R. Itis the groffeft piece of Poperie to hold juitification 
by works, and not by faith and the 
verfie between them and Proteftants. 

9. What need have Infants of bering juitied 5 fine 


they have no original fin? : 
Minit. You fell into Poperie now Pelagio- 


nifm; I have not héard fo herefiedelivered fo:tew 
words : ‘Takeheed how youvenvyouo in pablick‘here- 
after, it beconrs you to your leaft God 
you over to the fpirit of error. 
~ Another out of the bodie of the Cong ation replied; 
“That that watewhieb the called did 
‘the God-of theiv-Fathers. i my 

The Miniftersanfwered, they 
fefs himfelf a Papift and Pelagian, in faying hee did worfhip 
God that wate, and appealed to M* Fifber,, praying him ¢o 
declare his minde concerning thofe things, whether they 
were herefie which ‘charged. 
with 
Fifher iid, “Hee knew tat ec had fai yet, 
hee did not hold thofethings) 


Minitters repliewas, Thatthe. 
fefied himfelf a ftranger, and therefore w how: his 


minde fhould bee fo well known to “him... :2-. That whatfo- 
ever his opinion was, the Queition WhethiedolaSiy- 

ing, that one maie bee juttified without fa! that chil- 
were. heretic or no? they 


gO. Difpatation, at Afhferd, 
Gdhired him to tafwer pofitively tochat, but received no an- 
andafter thatmenc did propound anic more 
Sethe was again . - 
But Fifber hindred their departure by making unfea- 
fonable motion, 2/2. ithat they would hear him which 
required {om time to debate; the Minifters oppoling ic, fay- 
ing, That theend of their metting was to dilpute , that the 
di/putation was now determined, that it was near feven of 
the clotk,) thar flafted above fix hours, 
andhad fartogo,. : 
of the ion replied, That hee hoped they 
would not hinder the preaching of ehe, Word, or-call anic 
time unféafonabile for that. The Minifters anfwer, that hey 
ing asmmch as anic¢, yet mult needs chem 
thatthe Apoftle make's inftrior co.charitic, and that when 
charitie was in danger toboe violated by it; a were but Chri- 
ftian to amit it, that the Conesepation confifted of 
twoforts of men and women, whofe opinions were difler- 
| ‘that there ‘was danger ‘of a manifelt breich between 
chem’; that.asghéy came topether, and had behaved themafelvs 
all ebesime, fothey might bee permitted to depart; 
that chemiichiefs which follow divifion, jare ealier 
than healed, ec. 

Bat Mr Fifer not hearkrning to the’ of she Mini- 
fiers, Minifter of the place beeing 
« there prefent, and hee defired to declare, avhether hee would 
Rive waicto M. Fifher's preaching; ' which hee refuling to do 
ons above-faid (ane of che Gongregation be- 
gun co utterfom words to acommotion, viz. That 
thee mothing to'do\with them, «bat they would do it 
withuat his leav , and he: die. the Minifers 
conjured Mr F ifber, whofe intereft they obferved to bee fo great 
dn the pedplt the bendwof ‘chasitir, the candor and fo- 
and Scholar, chat hee 

Congregation, therthey might part with- 

prot died hoftil itie 5 chatrhere would great difgrace ‘light 
g, bafides dangers which: they:did fore-fe, 
thap:ifohee perfevered in his anotiony they 
before theGongrepation againit 

ng 


| 
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‘The Difputation a Afford. 
beeing perfuaded,hee went out of the Church with the Mini- 
fters, and the Congtegation follawed. 

Then oneof che Minitters (pake to Mr Fifber, as 
That hee would ferioufly contider into, what dangerous er 
ror hee was fallen,’ and not onely fo, but was the caufof the 
fall of manie others, that hee would fadly remember what 
Se Auftin faith ot Arrius, that his pains are niultiplied in hell, 
asoften as anie one depart’s into his herefies;that hee would 
contider what Arguments had been ufed, and hew unfatisias 
Etorie his an{wers were; ‘that hee would not refi} the Spirig 
of God, but remember that thaugh in this unfeled and.di- 
ftraéted Church, hee did not fearbeeing called to ani¢ aceguit 
for his dostrines yet hee muft appear before 
judgment feat ot fefus Chriit, who iaehe Patron. of Radar 
baprifin’; praying God to give him a right 
they took cheir leav and departed. . sion | 

After the Minifters. were retired, divers Genclemen ando- 
thers who had‘béen prefent at the, D ifpnration thanked the 
Minitters, exprefled thie fasiefastion Wad. received, allar 
them that manic were by and che 


refolution-of the Mimilters,.who were auditors, Was, thatthey 


would faicbfully in cheir feveral Congregations declare their 
fenfof and oppofethe growth of Anabaptifm in. their rer 


ruction of the Chriftian Keader, who defre'sta 
ip bis fait. he’ 


Ab the Difputation, added for the fuller i in- 


of ¢ Pad 

Here might roo Arguments bee b t both 

& Reafon for the.conkrming 
ftice of the Church of God 4oomthe bale 


ritie alone, if wore.of chem with 

laid the itch, and quesched she heat of them) An baptizing 
children of believing ‘but as the ha Dj 
Sid the Minifters then to bee 


13 The Review of the Arguments 
vided with them, modeftie doth now to infert them here ; 
Therefore the Chrittian Reader is:detired to perufe Calvin's 
Infticutions;’ Vrfia's Cacechifm, and D* Featlie’s Book upon 
this fubje&t, where tee fhall bee thoroughly furnifhed. Be- 
fides that opinion of Ovid, Etfi non profint, fingula, multa ju- 
vant, What ever it maiecarrie of credit in other caufles,qught 
co have but little in this, where wee truft notin nulticude, 
aor mzafire by number; but fubftance. and weight of Argu- 
sents are the foundation of our faith ; the other are for pomp 
and viGoric, .thefe onely for fatisfa&ion and veritie. Whofo- 
ever therefore thou art that defirelt to bee grounded in the 
Truth, examine diligently and underitand thefe three Argu- 
nients following, which are but the fame reviewed that were 
ufed in the Di on, and thou fhalt bee able, beeing con- 
firmed thy felf thorough the grace of God,to flrengthen thy 
brethren, whofe faith is every where affaulted in thefe mifer- 
able daies, by the watchfulnefs and cunning infinuations of 
the adverfarie: nor are thefe threecommended unto thee, as 
if moons ‘David's Worthies they were the firftthree, the com- 
lerot chem arrogate’s no fuch thing to them, thou (hale 
nde manie both better appointed, and more ftrongly armed, 
and whith go forth in'the ftrength of chofe that fight the bat- 
tels of the Lord among the Worthies of Ifracl, thefe were ne- 
ver intended but asa forlorn-hape, yet till the adyerfarie 
fhall wortted them, thou fhalt not rieed to defire frefh 

upplies. 

Thefir is taken from the univerfal practice of the Church 
of God, which the Adverifaries LOY g not hear of at the Dif- 
putation, The grounds of it are exprefs texts of Scripture, 
Mat.28.20. am with you alway to the end of the world. John 
14.16. The Comforter (ball abtde pith you forever. Verf 17. The 
Spirit of truth, Ver.26. Who fall teach you all things , and bring 
things to your remembrance which I bave told you. Joh.1 6.33. 
Hee will lead you into al truth. - The Argument is this,To hold 
that Chritt's promifs ‘is: riot ‘true, is damnable blafphemie : 
Bat.to hold that the univerfal Charch hath erred in fo necef- 
farie a matrcr as Baptifin,end chat for fo many hundred years, 
is to hold that Chrift’s ifgis not true,his promi(s of bee- 


ing with his Church , of guiding ix ‘by his Spiric into all 


Ergo, 


= 
g 


Ergo, To hold the univerfal Church hath 0 erted, is dant. 
It the Anabaptifls obje&t, That the Church of Rome ufeth 
this Argument for her: traditions; The anfwer is, Thar 
thofetraditions whic thee plead’s for were neither univer(al, 
nor dottr inal, as this of Baptifm, and therefore the ex 
tion again({t her was and thole errors which {hee detend’s 
by that,were denied tv bee ot che univerfal Church ; But the 
Anabaptilts can never prove, that this practice hath not been 
univerfal, or dare not faie, that this matter is'not dottrinal 
And indeed they do not onely concludethe whole Church of 
God to have erred moft fearfully in one of the moft neceflarie 
points of Religion, as it fhee had been totally deferted by the’ 
Spirit of God, and Chriit had not made good his promifs: 
But if M'Fifbers Do&rine,which hee lately delivered (as, a 
judicious Gentleman afiirm’d who heard him) that, all, chac 
did believ and were dipt fhouldbee faved; but all chat did be- 
liev and were not dipt fhould beedamned, bee true; they, as 
mich as lie’s intthem,damn to th~ pit of hellall the Martyrs, 
Profeffors, Fathers, Believers. © many hundreds of years to- 
gether : Which onely Doérine fhould make all mento,abbor 
them, andnot let their fouls intermeddle with their fecret, 
whofe rage is fo fierce, whole wrath is fo cruel. Chrift fhut’s 
out onely unbelievers from heaven, J’bo{oever: believeth not 
all bee damned. This Do&rinedhut’s. out. believers, if they 
not dipt (i.e..) if they bee not Anabaprtifis; at cannot 

| bee the cerimonie they are fo hot for, without the fub- 


The fecond isthis , Little childrenunder the Law receiy- 
ed the Sealof the Gofpel-Covenant; for Circumcifion..was 
the Seal of the righteoufnefs of Faith, which is the ey 
Covenant. . The Law faith, Dothis and live theGofpel, 
Onely believ in the Lord Jefus Chrift ;, and therefore od 
eall’s it aneverlafting Covenant ; and the Apofile faith ,- The 
Law that came 430 not it» Gab, 
17, and hee faith Gofpel was preached to 4 
bean. ibid ver{ The carnal feed of Abxabam, Hf; 
mael and Efau, men for Reprobates in Seri , 
becaufthey were born in Abrabam’s houf, d that Seal 
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der the Gofpel receiv which the Adverfaries confefs 
to bee the Seal of the Gofpel-Covenant. 4. Thefe are the 
feed of Abrabgm, femen fider, Gal.3x7. So Zachens by believing 
was made a fon of Abrabam: nay, the {picitual feed. 2. The 
promife is made to believers and their feed, Ai7.2.39- 3. The 
Gofpel is a better Covenant, Heb.8.6. and it would bee far 
wort if the children of believers under the Gofpel fhould 
not bee courited within the Covenant, nor bave right to the 
Seal, ‘nor bee efteemed members of the vitible Church as wel] 
as the Jews’s children; nay, according to the Anabaptifts, 
valued but as Turks andPagans. If they object, Children 
cannot'bee taught, nor made to underftand the Sacrament ; 
ore contd they at Circumcifion. It further,cthat they fhed 
théir m, as unwilling to receiv it fo they did 
‘ac Circiincifion. If they faie they were femen carnis, and had 
Fight by che promife : fo thofe are femen fidei, andthe promife 
istothem. If chéy faic the Seal isoften voided by their infi- 
deliti¢ afterwards, becatif manic baptized fo young becom re- 
probites : fo fr was among the Jews, witnels I/mac and 
of whem the Apoftle faich,: That they en- 
tred not in’throuzh wnbelicf. The Word of God ispreach- 
ed, {© are the promiles, fo is Chritt himfelf, fo are the Sa- 
craments, Baptifin, and the Supper, which are God’s Seal 
made over’: Infidels, Apoftates, Reprobates, fo they prove 
afterwards; Have received them. 
The réafon of ‘ali thefé objef&tions againk Pedo-baptijm is 
this: They not che nature of Baptifm,it is God's 
Seal, hee fet’s it, they that receiv it are paflive, in that hee 
Us it todee whomfoever hee hath made the pro- 
and Whom hee hachventred into Govenant : a (cal 
an eftate riade to in their cradles is firm,fo is God's: 
Now here maft bee a fealing on the other fide , for both par- 
tiesmott fealin 2 Covenant, wee fealwhen wee believ, 
33, The Oovenant is ealed on both fides when Faich coms. 
fet to his feal as hee didto manieof the Jews, and 
tide void to them unbelief. The end-of 
Tettin g to fuch as hee forefaw would have no benefi 
t, #8 thefame with the making of his promifes, and fend- 
then, fare‘his mercies fhould havebeen unto them, 
but they would not, 


ind Argument is'this: Thofe that the holie 
Gholt, that have Frith, the Anabaprifis denic bie 
are the fubje&ts of Baptifm : But ‘children’ bave fai 4s theit 
juitibcation declate’s, without which. there is no dalvatinn, 
Hence itis chat the Adverfaricsare put sd their thifts to: finde 
outa Dew waie tor the falvation of Intants, dying in thein mi- 
noritie, The prefenement of the fatisia&ion of Ghrift 
wicaout faith, ockerwile they conclude’ they bee 
faved; which inventionof theirs delto ie's the Gofpel+Goves 
nant, which 4s the nightcoufnels of Faith, and eithendamo's 
innumerable innocents, whofe right to the Kingdoarof Heat 
ven our Saviour hath declared ; or.ground’s thei¢dalvation 
upona hament of their own brains, fuch asthe are 
wholly filentin, andcheCGhurches ot Godnsver deeamed 
Theyallege owo texts for their proofy.R Bi As by the. 
offen of ome judgment came upon all to condewination,' fo by the righ 
teoujnefs of ane the free=gift came upon all men unto jufteficatcon of 
Life. Rom. 11.07: Eleciion bab obteined it : obwhich'tivg texts; 
the laters nothing forthem, 
on, forthe Apofile faith plainly, :Row. 30ldTinfe whomttiee 
predeftinated hee juftified : and thoughthe Ele& onely hall. bee 
faved, yet juftification goe’s between., The formers diet 
ly againft them, for it exprefly mentioti’s: juftificagiontof life: 
So that the An ifts either prove thac is 
‘not to gobefore falvation, and fo pulk inpieces she 
Chain, by taking-out the Link, Rom:®. or that jaftis 
fication isnot by faith, and ‘fo deftroie thé Covenant of the 
Gofpel;till when, they juftly deferv the cenfure of damning ail 
Infants dying, contrarie to evident teftimonie.of Scripauces, 
and the fentence of our Saviour,’ That 20. thant belongetly 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And whofcever thall confidecithe 
impertinencies of their proofs ina cauf of fo: great conte 
quence, fhall have all their other doftrines, 
and take heed heed how to take anie thin ett eds 
But to profecute this Argument, for the full fatisfabthonof 
the fimple, bur honelt Reader: Since chest no.weleto com 
falvation but by juftification, and noine jultifestion but 


wfed inthe Difputasion, ay 
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je&ts of juftification. Thofe fouls which pleaf God fo 
as they are to fee him prefen their feparation 
from thebodie, why fhould they not of faith? with- 
out which the efaith, Itis impoifible to pleaf God, 
Heb.11.6: Is it not the work of the fpirit to infufe faith, and 
are not Souls which are all equal in their creation the fubjeG 
of it? Hee work's indeed where hee wil] , and therefore all 
have it not, for the Spirit of God is not bound ; but where 
heewwill work it who can forbid him ? fobnthe Baptift had 
en filled with the holie Ghoft, had‘hee not had faith, 
Lake 1:15. The Scripture fhew’s us plainly in that one exam- 
ple what the foul of Infants is capihle of what the Spirit of 
God can work in that, it was the meafure onely of his 
's his le extraordinaric, the fpirit and power 
of Elidb in which hee came: The teftimonie of an Angel 
render’s ic undoubted concerning him. The teftimonie of the 
Scriptures concerning other Infants are of equal autoritie, 
faying, They have tight to the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
that they are called to comto Chrift, and that Chritt 
edthem,; and blefied them ; compared with chat of the Apo- 
ftle, Oor;tg.5. FefusChrift is th you except bee ? 
| isthis 
are not Reprobates. 
Chrift is in them. 
The difficuttie inthe un derftanding how Faith fhould bee 
bred in them,and after‘what manner, is that which hath bred 
thedoubts about their having it;'but if wee had learned to 
believ the which by neceflarie ences con- 
firm the thing,wee would leav the manner of doing it to him 
whofe work at isthe Spiric.of God, who is able todo it : wee 
do itimother articles of faith, and the refurre&tion of the bo- 
diey andask not how it can bee don, betauf the Scriptures 
have delivered it ; and this of the renovation of a foul is no 
lefs mifacle.. The objeG&ion that reafon make’s againtt it will 
eafily bee nope it is don here for aoe the 
Reade 
1. They obje& infarts bare no of goad 
reafon they fhould bee have 
the eae of the exercife of ‘their facultic 


they 


in the Difputation. 
they have not: nomorehave they of their faith, not the a& 
2. heir diflike at Baptifm teftified by their crying: if th 
had faith they would it with Re p.The 
fame reafon might bee brought againft Circumcifion ; chil- 
dren, when they felt the pain, it is likely criedas much: be- 
fides wee mutt denie faith to bee.in the beft of God's children, 
if their fenfunder the Crofs, and their complaining of it bee 
an argument to conclude againft it : againft the weaknefs of 
faith it may, not againft the beeing. 
3. Why are they not after admitted to the Lord’s Supper ? 
Re{p. Becaufthe Apofile exprefly require’s of everie one 
that com’s to examin himfelf, 1 Cor. 11.28. If anie fuch thing 
were required of al] that are to bee baptized, they might law- 
fully bee barred from that. 
4.When they com to riper years not one of millions give’s 
teftimonie of his faith without farther inftru&tion. 
Refp. Nor fhould hee of his reafonable foul, not fo much 
as in {peaking, if-hee bee not taught. 
5-1 hey lofe it again when they com to more years,elf why 
are they taught theelement of faith ? | 
Refp. By the fame reafon they fhould lofe the facultie of 
underitanding alfo, becauf after they are fet to learning: 
Learning is for the bringing forth into a&, and perfe&ting of 
the degrees. Otherwife one that at 24 years of age, haveing 
received faith once,might give over learning more : for if this 
argument mighthold,either they lofe it,or why do they learn? 
6.Habits incline more towards their proper aétions,but chil- 
dren of Chriftians are not more inclined towards the actions 
of faith, then Infidels ? 
Ref. An Argument from comparifon is fubje& to manie 
exceptions , celeris paribus beeing co bee proved betore it can 
hold. If hee obje@, or had confidered that among children 
born of the fame Chriftian Parents, under the fame educati- 
on, one give’s a better {pecimen,not onely in aés of pictie,and 
religion, but againft knowledg ; hee would not have conclu- 
dedto the denial of the habit of faith in one, more then ot 
the facultie of underftanding in the other. Wee muft necefia- 
rily hold, 1, The habit of faich mutt bee,before it can work. 
2. That the Spirit of God a 3- That hee is 


3 not 
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not bound to work it in all che children of Chrifian Parents, 
nor bar'd from working it in anie of ithe children of Infidels. 
Wherefoever this habit is, it incline’s to holie aGions 
when there is opportunitie, and che feafon for bringing them 
forth. s. This inclination isnot equally like in all in whom 
the habits themfelvs are. Sampfonand David are {uficient in- 
fiances; David for exceeding in acts of/pietie and Religion. 
6. lafteu&ion of che underfianding in matter of faith in fom 
forts tou go before anie ag of faith can bee difcovered. 
Laftly, that no judgment of fcience can bee: pafied till the aéts 
themielvs bee feen and examined, for a pofferiore onely the dif- 
coverie of habits is made. T hefe premited,the an{wer is,1.T hat 
unle(s it. could bee certainly prefumed what children have th: 
habic, what have not; for the working of the Spirit’is not 
known tous, hee is not bound, norbarr’d, there >can bee 
noconclufion made. 2. That in chofe children where there 
is lefS promenefs to acts of faith then in others, wee cannot 
angue ad negationem babitis, becauf they work not equally. 
Laitly by this crofs interrogatorie, Ave thofe children of In- 
hilels, with which the objector make's his comparifon,beeing 
calledand inftruéted, inclined to a&s of faith or not? Ifthe 
former, it prefuppole’s they have the habit, and fo the working 
in them, and thofe born of believing parents may bee one. 
Lf che later, the Argument is denied, for the children of Chri- 
dtians are.more inclined. 

oy They obje&, Faith com's by Hearing ; little children 

cannot hear, much leis underftand. 

. Ergo, they have no Faith. 
_ Rep. They mightalfo conclude they have no facultie of 
underftanding neither, for that com’s by hearing. But Infants 
have an hearing, the Spirit open’s their ears: hee mutt do it 
in Adults, or tor all their hearing they will never believ. Hee 
ismot cied to means though wee are, without the outward 
hearing of the Word hee work’s faith in little children. The 
manmer of his working is miraculous, as is in the converfion 
of ewerie foul , enough hath been {aid to that before; nor 
ought it to bee objected, if miraculous, then not ordinarie; 
for.the work of the Spirit in the converfion of men is 


onelic{cruple is, The making it appear concerning 


particular 


~ 
> 
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particular children which are brought to bee baptized, whe 

ther they have faith or no ? For faie the Anabaptift’s faith 

is an in condition required in perfons to bee bapti- 

mre wee know not the heart, nor the work of the 
piri. 

Re/p. Though enough hath been faidto this in the Difputati- 
on, yet thefe wo things are added for further fatisfa&tion : 
1. [hat true faith isnot required in everie one to bee bapti- 
zed, for then none but juitified perfons fhould bee baptized, 
and thofe that are Apoftates afterwards, muft bee {aid to fall 
totally and finally from grace. 2. That a charitable judg- 
ment concerning their having faith is fafficient to admit them 
to baptifm, which judgment is as due to children of believ- 
ing parents,as to anic of years that make profeflion : Fir, 
becaufthe Scripture hath fo amply declared the good will of 
Chrift to them, which is tantamount to anie ones fingle pro 
feffion of himfelf. Secondly, becaufwe know noth ai 
anie particulars, whereby they fhould bee excepted from fach 
ju . Wee fhall onely prefent to the Chriftian Reader 
thofe horrid fins which this wretched error of the Anaba- 
ptifts involv’s men in, and fo forbear to bee further trouble- 
fom. It may bee the fight wil make manic tremble and forfake 
their tents,and not fuffer them to bee fo frolick about the hole 
of the Afp, or plaie with the Leviathan , and walk upon the 
ridg of thofe Alps whofe precipiceis fo fearful. ~~ 
dtoake’s them denie their firit Faith with their Bapeifm; 
for there is but one Faith, faith the Apoftle, and one gies , 
Fphef4.5- 2. It make’s them crucifie Chrift again, tor wee 
are.baptized into Chrifi’s death, and therefore but once, be- 
cauf Chrift died but once. 3. Ie make’s them count 
Blood of the Covenant an unholie thing , for if it bee holie, 
what need they repete it; if unholie, how do they profane it. 
4. It make’s the Covenant of the Gofpel wort then the 
Legal, this taking in all children into the vifible Churchs 
the Anabaprifts excluding them, making no beteerthen 
Turks and Pagans. 5. Itdeftroie’s all the comfores theaf- 
fied Parents can have over their deceafed Infants,’ the 
grounds of chem beeing deftroied ; Their right in the Cove- 
Chrift. 6. It Unchriften’s the whole 
Church of God for manie hundreds of years together , and 


call’s 


ing againft 
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call’s in gueftion the truth of Chrift’s promifes, of beeing 
ent with his Church to the end, and guiding it by his 
pirit into alltruth. Laftly, icdoth the Divel’s work in the 
wf Angels of light, tomakemen renounce their Ba- 
ptiim; and if from Nero’s hating the Chriftian Religion, the 
antient Apologetift of the Church did rightly gather the 
oodnefs of it; wee may the validicie of Infants Baptifm 
fom the Divel's hatred of it: Ic hath ever been {aid of him, hee 
will not make a bargain with anie foul till ic hath renounc'd 
its firft bargain wct was made with Chrift at Baptifm:the Ana- 
baptifts are his Proftors,and do it to his hand. They will,per- 
adventure, wave the furie of fom of thefe blows by denying 
their name,and faying, They do not rebaptize, but baptize 
thofe that were not baptized before , whofe baptifm was null; 
but wee fhould renounce our bapti{m too, if wee fhould yield 
them that plea. Till they have proved it null by better Argu- 
ments then anie ever urged yet by them , they fhall bee deni- 
ed that evafion, and one would think they ought to bee fure 
of their footing, and not walk upon flipperie ground i for 
no better are their proofs) owe. fallisinto hell. Ifthou 
art warned, thou wilt bee armed againft them , they will ne- 
ver encounter where they finde this preparation : If thou wilt 

not bee warned, wee have delivered our own fouls. 


A fhort Di {cour ,concerning the means of oppofing Hereticks, 


in Difputation and Preaching. 


Herefies muft bee, the Apoftle - faid, yet it make’s 
no more fora T oleration ofthem, then that of our Savi- 
our of offenfes, faying, They muft needs com, but wo bee to the 
man by whom tbeycom. TheApoitle reckon’s Herefies among 


which alone is argument fufficient againft the patronage, and 
invitation of them, unle(fs withall , licenf fhould bee given 
to all other carnal fins, Why fhould che Church of God upon 
earth make muck of thofe to whom the kingdom of Heaven 


thall bee fhut ? Her Pale is not {0 ftrong to keep them out,but 
her good will thould not bee fo great P them, 20.0 wel om 


them 


the works of the fleth, Idolatrie , witchcraft. &c. Gal. 5.20. 


Why Hereticks are hot 
them in. Diviries give thefe reafons.if God's faffering of 
Hereticks. 1. For the difcovering of the found, that gold 
and filver may:bee known frombdie and ftabble 3 that by the 
divels usthe good. corn, maic¢ bee from 
chaff; it is the Apoftle’s reafon, Cor.ta. 19% That they which 
are approved might bee known. 2. That truth maie bee difoufled 
and fetcht out,as fire from the concuffions, of flint. and fteel. 
3. Thatthetroth better mi more pride, fet 
upon it ; wee prize light themoreby our knowledg.of dack- 
nefs, health by our fenf of ficknef$: ; error is 4 a, Dias 
mond ; truth look's more lovelie beeing compared with it. 
4. Forthe punifhment of hypocrites, nominal Chriftians, 
cutious mindes , fuchas have itching ears, and heap 
themfelvs teachers ; ftragling fheep fal into the wolv’s 
es; fuch as will not keep che. fteps of the flock, but, go, after 
the flocks of the anions ,, ever fall into moft dangers: 
Laftly, to provoke the Paftors to diligence and watchfulnels, 
to prove them whether they bee hirelings or not, fuch as will 

when the. Walf com's or down their life for, che 
rsafon of this enfeing Dif 
courf, concerning the waies how. Paftors fhould oppoie’ the 
coming in of wolvs, and drive them out beeing entered 5 what 


There are two:publick waies (for.private, are finffering,and 
iere, and tears, which have been prais'd by Paitors, 
ifputing, Preaching . concerning both which this Difcourf 
intend’s onely a fhort farveie; leaving the proceedings in 
them to their judgments whom God hath made faithful. 
Difputation hath ever been decried, by moft judigious and 
grave men; Tertullian is bitter againtt it, Perdes im, contentione reret. 
vocem, nibil confequeris, nifi vilem de bla{pbematione landem. Ano- yf 
ther, Magni res eft periculi, veterem fidem quaft novellam otiofa di- dartyribus. 
(putatione de{cutere. And amodern Autor whofe Jearning and 
t live’s in the memories of manie,againk this fentence, omy ‘ 
omthat,Pruritus dilputandi {cabies Ecclefie. The Heathem[nid,, 
Tt was awicked cuftom to difpute about tbe gods, for thereby things ger 
ek 


r. The The defign 


tain are oft cal'd injo Queftion.. Nor have they faid thus 
fon, if weeconhider, 


the Magiftrate’s dutie is in chisicale , itprelume:smot to 


s. Cauffes, 


OR ~The Defign of the Heretick is to 
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ian asd Cicie ‘ih chein 
shoe others: | Aor primim Diaboli, 
St 4aftin. fecup the This 
wasthevauf' of that; Schifm CorabsDathan Abiram, 
All iow -bolie.’ This make's 
cheabetapart, look upon them#felvs as fons of Munck, their 
beethrenat Grathoppers, (han commerce and focietie with 
them, 
Diflike of their -own places. The foot will bee tl: 
hatid, or not of the bodice! Corab could not bee content wich 
his pave, bactoujshethe Prieft’s office. In that Seate, 
anibicion; Iwete madeja"Fule, was vhe of his re- 
bellion : fo in the Chutch the defire of change is’ the tree 
caufof hereli¢ and fohitm. 

focal aris a defire to bee Fide: 
The Simon inftancesof it. “Phe atr of spopida- 


ritie is the breath by which the heretick live's, vain-gloriethe — 


ft 
bythe 
our faith of the Pharifees, They loved the pr mee es of men The Pa. 
piftecalutnniaced Luther with i it, That hee affetted his di(ci- 
re fhould bee called Lutherans, but hee renounced it, Non fie 


‘by whith Dicier bic off dee <ried ‘up 


“ads A 
S: Paal.call’s i, Te toe if An 
in the all in well prow’s aut of the 

Te 


réafon, perfecation Demas's Apofta- 
Doctrines from men of corrupt mindes, which 


—holdgol 1 Tim.6.5. fach which loved ‘the 
Gold.ofithe Atear dearer ‘than the Altar: And 


von Gience, Nrbif tem fandlum, the Heathen ‘faid, but 

The love of ‘the of Baltem St de 

mbkésthe character of falf Teachers, 
propagate 


ground ae fo ae hie in ninaging 


people, ‘to bee ‘Ont Saviz 


Won fit; ore nomen radentur. Ferido 
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thetn. Hee proses veritie, bux shes 
give's‘out;! hisidedire.ig ber bus 
fick’sonely opportunities co among 
vulvar; ‘beeing org never shee ccan tinged) 
His Diftipies avt for thé most part and, week. women, 
_ Whofe honett devotions hee hath won tohiméelfby the cun- 
ning artifice of pretended: pietie,: yoluntarie. humilitie:, zeal 
to Truth, 4ong praiers; andbecing gainediaré 
ried-on with theiiream of: affection’, chat no in the 
workd | woven himéelf (6:faminto 
their credulitie;"that all his fayings aré rectisied as oracles, 
and all othe?s arguments valued atthaoprice which>hee fet's 
pon them. sword, hee1s 600 bold: to bee, hom: down, 
too clamerous to bee {ilenced, «90 arrogant to 
Bis Trade mitt tat, it Bluth, or :inger 
nuittete confe(s himvfelfhurt, while his 
acundiam exiflimayet, impudentiam; <ouftantiam teputaret 
Hence ie chat the effets ‘ot 
onely fruftratebut ous: Thecommon! are:.apt to 
think thofe have¢he viGtorie that {peak and that their 
cauf is never wrackt as Jong as one is left alive that: can fpeak 
a word in that. And by how much error take’s with’our cor+ 
rupt natures morethan truch, by fomuchthere is snore dan- 
ger of its fpreading, where the roots are notiplackednp.And 
for the moft part Difpucacions, if not carefa in, 
raif more evil fpirits of doubts than they can laie 5’ Herefie is 
by the Apoftle faid to fret like a canker; icisnotthe heat of 
a Difputation can corret&t ; The tonguemay-heal any poifon- 
ed wound with Hickiing of ic, fooner than that whichthe he- 
retick hath made Atbanafius his difputation with Arrins,and 
Auftin’s with Manichews are {ufficient inftances. Indeed it is 
not poflible to exfpe& any good fruit from thofe: former 
grounds, or thacheewhich is poflefied wich felf-love, and 
Funt’s fo greedily afeer glorie or. gain bee perfaaded 
to hearken to-any reafon which contradi&’s 
to difclame that waie which mult advance his defigné} 
What is the refult of this Difcour, co-forbid albD ifpate- 
adverfarie, who wili-crie out victoria; his challeng 

| D 2 anfwered, 


difputaciog : have deen not 3. Effeas, 


a 
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anfweredj and make our filence bee! a confeffton of the tach 

on his fide, if hee bee not ftducly encoontred with.) 

ftin, who was in his Malieys bereticormm, ot whom it.ip 

faid;: That bee never wen: {owillingly tous 60 

When P afcentiut thie Aryian had bragg'd,T hat heehad worlted 

himvin the difpute, ‘and. thofe belicvedd it which defired it, yet 

out from difputing., bac was onely carefull to fet 

down his weiting for the trath 

vinditated feom thefe falf reporte with which 
nly it 


tas blafted. A carried, fo- 
cone proceeded with, without heats, anddiftempered paili- 
ons, notfuffered rogoouvof its dne bounds, nor to follow 
everit new fenethae istaken up by the waie, :will contribute 
thuchito checktaring ‘of truth, thie removing of doubts, the 
confirming obtheftrong, che of the laps’t; and the 
convincing the: Seducer. » His rarefo to manage one among 
an unskilful] multitude, iwherethe Audigors.take themlelvs 
no lef then theirchampions, and will bee readie dif- 


onderly to break theilifts), which hath!made fo manie. able 


Scholareaver! from undertaK ing it ; but unlefs there bee fuf- 
‘ficient caution 5 better bee no dif- 
putation at ali, at beeidgimpoflible any thing fhould com of 
butbl blafphemic of truth, fumbling tothe weak, glo- 
Tieito the adverfariess{hame to tht undertakers, 

There ideherstore.a better waiefor the Paftors: of the 
Chanches to oppofe the reproach of herefiés, at leaft in‘ their 
and thatisby Preaching. To argue fubftan- 
dgainit them, toconvince them foundly, is the beft in 
the Polpjt, which isfeoured from thofe.incurifions to which 
difpucations are fabje&; worth obfervation, That nei- 
ther Franfubftantiation have fo much 
as os ee in thefe daies,wherein fo manie old herefies are re- 

928 well as new ones broached, and the reafon is, becauf 
Minifters in their Sermons provided for the Sacrament have 


everie where o The learned Hooker obferv's 
Thatin Polend Arvians {prung up, be 


the Nicene 
faith was neglected there, Had wee been en carefull to preach 

the propagation Anabapti(m, at leaftour flocks had been 
fo well grounded a 


-— 
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ted from that.’ The Paftors are appointed by God for watch- 
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men, their office is to fee dangers, and to give warni 

are the.dogs of the flock, fuch as the wolf would Gene, 
Wo bee tothem if they bark not. Nazianzen was {uch an 
one, his jaedicctiieeed of him, that fhee had brought 


forth a white whelp, and fuch hee proved; the wolfith anes 


tick durft not enter, but hee fpied, him, not ftaie but hee hun- 
ted himout. Wobeeto the Church whofe faithful! Paftors 
are gon. St Paul tel’s thofe of Ephe(us, Ad.20.29. I kmow 

a after my — many grievous Wolvs (ball enter into the 

o¢ 
The reft of this Difcourf fhall bee parznetical ind fo and 

It concern’s the advice of the Paftors to their flocks,that 
would endeavour to preferv themfelvs from all infe&tion of 
herefie, and in order thereunto they commend unto them this 
ferious exhortation. 

1. To endeavour to bee thoroughly inftruded in the prin* 
ciples of Religion, to bee houfes with foundation, that eve- 
ri¢ of doérine may not fhake them. & illuc flu- 
ciuat quovis momento impellitur. 

2. To love the truth, and to let their affetions bee ravifh- 
ed in embracing of it: they that love athing will not calily 
bee drawn from that. 

To take heed of itching ears, Godin his juft ‘udement 
father *sfuch to fall’ Learnto bee doers of that Word, not 


hearers onely... Temptation hardly prevail's the 


foul that is baile epon the practice of 
ments. 
4. To the converf and iain 
to Think themfelys ftrong enough to encounter with them: 
if chey bee, yet to take heed of offending weak ones by their 
example. The Arguments of fom hereticks have not pre- 
vailed fo much to the perverting of the faith of manie, as the 
examples of fom great tor noveltie or 
fitie have been predent at ir exerciles. 

5. Notto bee too rath to believ everie Spirit d Though i 
com in never fo gorgeous pretentes of pietie, humilicie, zeal, 
praiers, tears, @c. In nomine Domini incipit malum, faith 
‘the old Proverb. Falf Prophets com in the name of the 


as well as true ones, Hone 


© 
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fete, Saint Astin faith of Pelagins, That lite wasdike 
Sats. Alexanderol Halesswrive’s ot Bonaventure, thav Adam 
idnotdninahim, andyer sof the Papits mone more 

{pbemie behind him, hath 
To avoid a weak and querelous con {cience,mifliking, 
finding feult,, complaining of the taking offen{ at every 
thing where. there is no cauf, ftraiing at a ghat, giving 
ever companie of the flock forevery rab, feparating from 
the Co ation for acerimonie , even thofe matters 


which they underftand not, have made fuch to depart. 
And wherefoever his weaknefs is, there will bee rafh cen- 
fures, arrogant and bold 


broacht both berefie and {chifm fo much as felf-conceit ; 
this make’s men ftand out in their-opinions, obftinately de- 
fend them, untractable to any argument that fhal bee brought 
again{t them ; refolved never to yieldto any judgment, nor 

ce any companie that hold’s contrarie to them: but 

true huniilitie is ever confcious of her|\own weaknefs; fub- 
mit’s to the judgments. of others fooner then it’s own;dare’s 
not contend with any, much Jefs her |fuperiors , without 
ftrong and evident, and convincing reafon for. heraffertion, 
andeven then fhe profecute’s her cauf with candor and do- 
ciblenefs, without arrogancie andthe fpirit of contradiftion: 
_Charicie.is the cognizance of a Chriftian, the propertie of it 
is to.blow out the coals of contention, not Kindle them; it is 
— tofee things amifs: if it cannot but fee them, fhee 
will hide and cover them what fhee may, efpecially the 
makednefs of her father, the fhame of her mother ; thee ex- 
tenuate’s faults in enemies, will not aggravate them in bre- 
chren; it is mot a light matter fhall work diflike in her, 
much lefs and divorce. Shee cover’s a multitude of 
offen{es , and wil] not upon trivialones,break forth into di- 
dtemper and Sus dn is the Charitie of the times? 
where is that ‘eovereth? certainly if this ‘had 


demning both of perfons and things. 

7. To endeavour after the true temper of a fon of the 
Church,which confifts efpecially in thefe two qualifications, 
1. Humilitie. 2. Charitie. Humilitie is a beeing lowly in 


| 


| 


Why not 10. bee difpated winthall\ 
tire: temper of Chrittians; the breach had mot’ been 
great, nor the wound fo grievous$ it muft bee a great dnd 
infufferable ‘crime, andithar evidently proved, mu@ make 


Charitiebreak thd bonds of peace, and fhee wil] nor then dee 
fepavation (hee defpair’s of redrefswhich warthe 
Proteitants cafe with the Church of Rome. i! | 


8. It doubts arife, go not toleducers, They pretend at 
- Jealt to bee chen that is inbine, ad cece ad 
cecos, faith Tertul/ian, for the'blinde to bee leadby the bliride. 
God's advice is, Ark the Prieft. Haggai 2-12. if you cannot — 
bee refolved co your content, bee content to fale till God 
fhall reveal: exercifeyour felvs the while iu fearching the 
Scriptures and Praier. Bee aflured of this, humble ignorance 
in many gueftions debated in thefe daies is more acceptable 
with God chen contentious curiofitie. In facili & aperto po- 
ta eft falus: the waie of falvation is plain to bee found in 
the book of God. Thofe Ifraélices which were lead up 
and down the wildernefs fo long, God had {worn fhould ne- 


ver enter into hisreft! .2 
9. Confider fadly in Herefic the fin, the punifhment. The 


fin, St Paul place’s it among the works of the flefh, murder, 
idolatrie, witchcraft, drunkennefs,&c. The leaft herefie can- 
not bee excufed, the nature of itis rogatheras itgrow’s, ft: 
is to run down hil, the heretick that hath begun it, cannot 
ftop when he will: Jeroboam’s rent*turned into idolatrie. 
_ The punifhment is either Tempora!;che Donatilts of old, the 
Anabapri(ts of Germanie are examplesof God's judgments 
in that kinde : Spiritual; blindenefs of underftanding, Ward 
oftheart, feeing and not perceiving, hearing and 
undertanding: of all Eternaljthe worm never 
die’s the A poltle fhuct’s heaven againtt-ie.: 5: OF 
Arvius, that hie painsare increafedin hell ‘ae ag any-one, 
thorough hie herefie; is edaced from the faith!) 
Lat of all, to mourn for the calamities of the Church, th 
lof of fouls, the fcandal of Religion: Houles and Lands, . 
Wives and Children, goods and liberties, when loft, confu- 
med, deftroied, are lamented by us, thould not. Chrilt's 
Lofies bee more dear? What comfort had it been to have 
had. the Son of God walking wich us in the midft of the 
flames? but herefies ,blafphemies have made 


‘ 
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fins where fuffered, are ever the fore-runners of the removal — 
of his Candleltick.’ However Jet us moura for our. own 


fins, which have provoked God fo much to wrath, as to laie 
open our fenf, tread down our hedg , 


Foreft ; and in fecret let our fouls weep, and with fafting 


and praier endeavour the cafting out of every deat and 
dumb divel.. 


Chriftian Bender, if thou beeft orofieed give God the 


gloriesand prdie for chofe that defire thy prefervation in the 
truth;which fhall only lead thee unto life. 


rinted by William Du-gard in S concerning 

Argumeéntiof Infant-Baptifm, in an E iftle of Bifhop Dave-~ 
want,and a Pofition D: Ward, fet out by Bedford, 
and entituled Vindicie Gratie Sacrawnentalis , duobus -tra= 


s Comprebenfe 
2° De Eficacia Baptifmi quantim ad 


ke lane , this 
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break down our 
cower, and expote his Vine tothe fpoil of ‘every beaft of the 


nokice of a Book newly i 


1" De Efficacia Sacramentorum ingenere, 
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, Word from the Lord to all the Great Ones 


of the Earth, whom this may concerne: Being the 


laftWaRNING PIECE at the dreadfullday of 
JUDGEMENT. 


For now the Lo nD is coine 
2 Advife and warne . 

fe the Ones. 


3 Charge 
4 Fudge and 


_ Asalfo moft compaffionately informing, and moft lo- 
vingly and patheriqally advifing and warning London. | 


uponthe Gathered Cu un CHEs. 


And all by his Moft Excellent Majes 1 dwelling” 
and fhining through 
 AUXILIUM PAT RIS, alias, Cope. 
With another FL¥ING ROLL enfuing (t0.all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth.) The Contents of both following, 


to 


| 
4 


Cr eS. 


Ifa. 33. 9; The Lord of Hofts (4s) fraining+the pride of all glory, bring» 
intopontempe all the honomrable (per/ons and things).of the Higrth. 
O London, London, how would I gather thee, as a hen gathereth herchivkens * 
K now thou (inthis thy day) the things that belong th 
kno thebla/phemy of them which [ay they are Fewes, and aremer, but are 
othe Synagogue of Saran, Rey. 2. 9. Jam t64 9g | 


‘Imprinted at London, inthebeginaing of chat notable day , wherein the 
fecrets of all Hearts are laid open ; and wherein che worft and fouleft of - +. 
villanies, aie difcovered under the beft and faireft outhides. 1649. 
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